Swing for the Fences! 
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Earlier this week, we welcomed the traditional beginning of summer on Memorial Day by 
spending the day in Oakland visiting a brewery and taking in a baseball game. The 
Atlanta Braves were in town facing the A's, and it seemed like the perfect opportunity to 
get another in-person glimpse of the team that | have been following since 1991. While 
the game marked the triumphant return of a Braves pitcher sidelined for nearly the past 
three years due to various injuries, they ultimately came up short against the A’s, who 
themselves have been monumentally struggling this year. Here’s just one of the many 
images that | got while there, with third baseman Austin Riley following through on what 
would be a base hit in the top of the third; meanwhile, catcher Sean Murphy takes a 
practice swing in the nearby batter’s box... 


Despite all this swinging, their bats were fairly quiet on Monday, as their rather powerful 
offense can be somewhat feast or famine. It was certainly the latter at the Coliseum. 
Speaking of swinging, that brings us to the first medal in this upload—a silver World War 
l-era medal featuring a titan swinging huge hammer... 


Emanating from the expansive series of German “gedenktalers” commemorating various 
aspects from the early portion of the war effort, this particular piece celebrates 
Generalfeldmarschall Anton Ludwig August von Mackensen, known as the “last hussar" 
and a throwback to 19th century field combat despite continuing to be successful as 
warfare took on a more modern aspect in the earlier decades of the 20th century. 


This is one of five medals in the current upload with some connection to the Great War, 
which tends to be a fairly popular collecting motif. Meanwhile, one of the other popular 
collecting areas is that of aviation medals. Undoubtedly, one of the most iconic from 
among them is the “double balloon” issue celebrating the first manned flights of the 
Montgolfier brothers and that of Charles and the Robert brothers... 


Ege age 


These historic flights took place less than two weeks apart, and set forth the great 
advancements that would come to be in the decades to follow. While the medal has had 
numerous restrikes over the years, this example is one of the very difficult-to-encounter 

1784 original strikings. 
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Switching to a medal made just two years prior in 1782, this Dutch-produced silver medal 
is one important to the collectors of early American-themed types, as it celebrates the 
Treaty of Commerce signed between the Dutch Republic and the fledgling United States. 
Existing in two modules, this represents the far scarcer, smaller type, and with its colorful 
toning, stands as one of the finest examples of the type that one can hope to find... 


Meanwhile, this Carnegie Hero Fund lifesaving bronze medal presents the classic artistry 
of Hans Frei, much more commonly known for alluring Swiss shooting medals. Here, a 
female figure in a sheer dress carries forth an inverted cornucopia on the obverse, and a 
male rescues a female from the waters on the reverse... 


Lastly, the 50th anniversary of Finnish independence from the Russian Empire is 
celebrated on this powerful and impressively tactile bronze medal from the hand of Kauko 
Rasanen. Capturing the spirit of freedom and triumph, it tends to be one of his more 
iconic works despite its fairly minimal design approach... 


For all of this upload’s new items, click here or on the banner art below, and stay tuned 
for our next installment of art and historical medals coming in mid-June! Also, please bear 
with us while we work out some issues with image load speed. Of late, some images 
upon first loading a page tend to be a little slow and pixelated, but this is an issue that 
we're hoping to resolve. 
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